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Notice to Petition Challengers

Please be advised that:

1.

Challenges must be based on a good faith review of each signature and circulator
affidavit with a reasonable belief that each signature challenged violates one or
more of the signature validity rules set forth in the Board’s rules and regulations.

An absence of good faith may be determined where the Board’s preliminary
review of the challenge indicates that the defect(s) alleged for a substantial
number of signatures and/or circulator affidavits could not reasonably be found to
apply to such signatures and/or circulator affidavits.

A challenge that does not allege the minimum number of signature defects that
would prevent the candidate(s) at issue from gaining ballot access will be
rejected. (For example, if a petition for an At-Large Office for the Primary
Election contains 2,500 signatures, you must challenge at least 501 of those
signatures in order for the challenge to be accepted.)

A challenge must be made to a line on a petition which contains a signature. A
challenge made to a line that bears no signature will be rejected.

If you challenge a signature on the ground that it is a duplicate signature, you
must identify where the signature that is duplicated is located within the petition
by citing the page and line number.

After the deadline for filing challenges has passed, you cannot expand your
challenge to allege additional defects that were not originally included in your
challenge.

You must arrive at the Board ready to file. Challenge form sheets should be
complete, in numerical order, and correctly assembled.

The Board will not make copies of each challenge form sheet for you, just the
receipt and coversheet, so if you’d like copies for your own records, make copies
or take pictures of each sheet before coming to the office to file.

In preparing for any pre-hearing conferences or Board hearings, you can review
published administrative orders on the Board’s website to see how other
challenges have been resolved:

https://dcboe.org/About-Us/Office-of-the-General-Counsel/Administrative-Orders

If at any point you want to withdraw your challenge, please complete a
Nominating Petition Challenge Withdrawal Form, which can be found on the
Board’s website here:

https://dcboe.org/Candidates/Petition-Challenge-Process
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